A Faith That Will Not Shrink

Hebrews 10:32-39
Introduction:
 

I. Remembrance – 10:32-34

 

Looking back: “were enlightened”
          
Hebrews 6:4 “Once for all enlightened…”
          
Hebrews 10:26 – “received the knowledge …”
 

“you endured great a great struggle” - ἄθλησιν – contest: used of athletics
 
A. The Tongues – “reproaches” – 10:33
Θεατριζόμενοι – Theater  
 
1. Verbal abuse

  

2. Defamation of character

 

3. What you do – are – stand for

 

B. The Treatment – overt acts of others - Θλίψεσιν
1. Source – Mis-treatment by others
 
2. The kinds:
                   
a. Physical - Acts 4
 

A Man lame from birth is healed

 

So what do you do to the people who did this dastardly deed?
 Arrest them, of course, “Now as they spoke to the people, the priests, the captain of the temple, and the ﻿﻿Sadducees came upon them, being greatly disturbed that they taught the people and preached in Jesus the resurrection from the dead. And they laid hands on them, and put them in custody until the next day, for it was already evening. However, many of those who heard the word believed; and the number of the men came to be about five thousand. 
 

Peter speaks: “And it came to pass, on the next day, that their rulers, elders, and scribes, ﻿as well as ﻿﻿Annas the high priest, Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and as many as were of the family of the high priest, were gathered together at Jerusalem. ﻿And when they had set them in the midst, they asked, ﻿﻿“By what power or by what name have you done this?” 
Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and elders of Israel: ﻿If we this day are judged for a good deed done to a helpless man, by what means he has been made well, let it be known to you all, and to all the people of Israel, ﻿﻿that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, ﻿﻿whom God raised from the dead, by Him this man stands here before you whole. ﻿This is the ﻿﻿‘stone which was rejected by you builders, which has become the chief cornerstone.’ ﻿Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.” 
                         
The leaders respond, “What shall we do to these men? For, indeed, that a ﻿﻿notable miracle has been done through them is ﻿﻿evident ﻿﻿to all who dwell in Jerusalem, and we cannot deny it. But so that it spreads no further among the people, let us severely threaten them, that from now on they speak to no man in this name.”
Apostles’ answer - 4:19
 

 “But Peter and John answered and said to them, ﻿﻿“Whether it is right in the sight of God to listen to you more than to God, you judge.”
 
They threaten them and send them out.

 

They prayed, for what? - Boldness to speak for Jesus.

 

Later on they were arrested.
 

They threatened and beat them - Acts 5:40

 “when they had ﻿﻿called for the apostles and beaten them, they commanded that they should not speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go. ﻿So they departed from the presence of the council, ﻿﻿rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer shame for ﻿﻿His name. ﻿And daily ﻿﻿in the temple, and in every house, ﻿﻿they did not cease teaching and preaching Jesus as the Christ.”
 

They were Great men of God?
NO!
They were Men of a great God.
 
b. Mental or emotional
 
c. Special Tribulation
 
 They did not give up or compromise.
 
C. The Indirect Testing – 10:33b-34a

“you became companions of those who were thus treated;”
 

1. You empathized with those who were overturned.

               

 Lives were turned upside down.

          

2. You sympathized with the ones in bonds.

 

They did not escape the tribulation, they went through it.

 

D. The Loss of Possessions – 10:34b
 
How do you prepare for this?

 

Give it all away? Maybe
 

Literally - 
 

Figuratively - Philippians 3:7-8
“But ﻿﻿what things were gain to me, these I have counted loss for Christ. Yet indeed I also count all things loss ﻿﻿for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord”.
 
Logically – I Corinthians 4:7

                   

“For who ﻿﻿makes you differ from another? And ﻿﻿what do you have that you did not receive? Now if you did indeed receive it, why do you boast as if you had not received it?”
II. The Responsibility – 10:35-39

 

A. There is Prize to Be Awarded – 10:35-37

 
1. You Need Confidence – παρρησίαν – 10:35
 
Outspokenness - 
Frankness -
Plainness of speech –
 
2. You will Receive Great Reward
 
B. There is a Promise to be Afforded
 

1. You Need Endurance - ὑπομονῆς – 10:36
 
Patience
Persistence
Perseverance

 

2.  You Need Hope – 10:37

 

C. The Pain to Be Avoided – 10:38-39

          

1. He Exhorts Them – 10:38

 
 a. The quotation – 10:38a

“The just shall live by faith.”

 

 Quoted in:

 
Romans 1:16 – “the just”

Romans tells who the just are
 
Galatians 3:11 – “shall live”

Galatians tells how they live.

Hebrews 10:38 – “by faith”

Hebrews tells what faith means (See Chapter 11)

 

b. The Exhortation – 10:38b

 

“If any just man does not live by faith”

                             

ὑποστείληται - Shrink back 
to hold back, 
to go back, 
to apostatize
                        
Paul used this word in Acts 20:26-27
“How ﻿﻿I kept back nothing that was helpful, but proclaimed it to you, and taught you publicly and from house to house, for I have not ﻿﻿shunned to declare to you ﻿﻿the whole counsel of God.“
﻿ 
  God will have no pleasure in him. 

 

2. He Encourages Them – 10:39

 

We are not of those who draw back to perdition

 

But we have believed to the saving of the soul.

 

Either:

 

1. We have believed, therefore we can never suffer the loss of our souls in hell.

 

Or more likely:

 

2. We have believed and our persistence in faith can keep us from the calamities that overtake those who shrink back.

a. Eternal damnation is not in the context.

 

b. Soul is the word, ψυχῆς, which in this context should be understood in the Hebraic sense of the person, himself, or his life.
c. The word “saving” is not the usual word for salvation. Rather, it means preserving the life.
Conclusion:
